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16 January 2009
For immediate release
Gregg McClymont, Labour’s prospective candidate for Cumbernauld, Kilsyth and Kirkintilloch East, has responded to an Experian report which has listed Kirkintilloch as one of the five Scottish towns most vulnerable to a retail slump.  
Speaking about the findings of the report, Gregg said: 
“The downturn has spread from financial markets and into the retail. Of course, this is concerning for businesses and local people in Kirkintilloch but we need to bear in mind that these are exceptional times. I am under no illusions about the severity of the downturn but I genuinely believe that we are well placed to come through this recession stronger and fairer. We have superb schools, a number of successful retailers and a local authority committed to supporting economic development in the area.”

Outlining Labour’s response to the slump, Gregg said:

“The Labour Government and the Labour Party will always promote the local economy, fight to create more jobs and support hard-working families when they need help most. There are still over a thousand vacancies in this constituency and the Government has unveiled new incentives for employers to fill those vacancies. Legislation is going through Parliament now to create a Savings Gateway to help those who are struggling to save and there will be a scheme to guarantee loans to small businesses affected by the credit crunch. Child Benefit has been increased several months earlier than planned and pensioners have received a £60 bonus payment this month on top of their Winter Fuel Allowance.  
“These comprehensive measures stand in stark contrast to those of the SNP who are split over whether or not to support the VAT cut, have seen their arc of prosperity become an arc of insolvency and have to be badgered into investing in infrastructure and skills as part of their Budget.” 
Ends

For more information e-mail gregg4labour@googlemail.com 
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