	Press Releases
	23/02/2009

	"The Launch of Confucius Hub at St Ninian’s High School"


	The launch of the Confucius Hub was a great success with special guests Adam Ingram, Minister for Children and Young People, Professor Kay Livingstone from Learning Teaching Scotland who gave a fascinating talk. Also present was HANBAN – The Office of Chinese Language Council International who have been working in partnership with us in creating our Confucius Hub.


St Ninian’s High School, School of Ambition, was one of eight Local Authorities schools who presented their proposals to host the Hub in the school library and these proposals were accepted. Learning Teaching Scotland has since provided funding for the resourcing of the Hub.

The school has engaged the interest of the local Chinese community and made links with national and international bodies eg Ricefields and Hanban. SQA have now launched Intermediate 1 and 2 Chinese Mandarin courses and study visits to China are being funded by Learning Teaching Scotland in March 2009.

Councillor Una Walker, Convener of the Education and Cultural Services Committee,said, “The Confucius Hub Launch was a great success and was enjoyed by everyone who attended. The welcome address was delivered in English by a pupil from St Ninian’s and in Chinese by a pupil from Bishopbriggs Academy.

“It is important that we recognize the value in the Hub and how it will give the schools in East Dunbartonshire the opportunity to access and learn about Chinese culture and language.” 

Our aim is that every school community in East Dunbartonshire will have the opportunity to access this Hub and its resources. The focus will be on teaching and learning in Chinese language and culture, developed as part of international education in our schools.” 

Continuous Professional Development opportunities related to the teaching and learning of Chinese language and culture will be organised for teachers and the local community. 

Chinese cultural activities and competitions will be hosted

Participation in a learning community with other Confucius Hubs in Scotland, China and in other countries across the globe.
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