	Press Releases
	20/01/2009

	"Kirkintilloch High School receives a glowing Follow-through report"
	


	Kirkintilloch High School has just received a glowing follow through report from the education watchdogs - HMIe.


The school now has a positive ethos under the auspices of the acting Headteacher, Eddie Muir who has received praise for his exemplary leadership and the instigation of major improvement in the school. The staff and pupils must also be congratulated for their contributing to this excellent report.

Mr Muir has also been successful in helping the school community to build its confidence and develop a clear vision. He has managed the process of change and improvement skilfully and effectively, building confidence and skills among staff as well as providing teachers with very clear guidance for their work. All this hard word had paid off with good quality teaching, which is now more consistent throughout the school, and has raised achievement. (See Notes for Editor)

The Parent Council takes a close and supportive interest in the school and has played an important part in improving communication with parents, helping inform them better of key developments taking place.

The inspectors looked at every aspect of school life and highlighted the school’s particular strengths and examples of good practice.

Particular strengths of the school
The exemplary lead given by the acting headteacher
Very effective arrangements for self-evaluation and improvement planning
Significant improvements in the consistency of young people’s learning experience, and related improvements in their achievement and attainment
Greatly improved staff confidence and morale, and teamwork among senior managers

Examples of good practice
Major interdisciplinary studies in anti-racism and Holocaust studies
High quality provision across the expressive and performing arts
Very effective quality assurance and improvement planning, which had supported transformational change in the school

Pupils at Kirkintilloch High School are involved in many worthwhile projects such as anti-racism and Holocaust studies that provide an important basis for progress towards Curriculum of Excellence. Many of the young people also achieve success in local and national competitions, festivals, sports and games. Their success in these contexts is supported by very good experiences and outcomes in the expressive and performing arts.


Councillor Una Walker, Convener of the Education and Cultural Services Committee was delighted with the schools performance, She said, 

“This is an excellent HMIe Follow-through report and I would like to congratulate everyone at the school for working so hard to create an environment in which people can work, learn and develop. 

“In particular I would like to congratulate Eddie Muir for the excellent leadership he has demonstrated.

“The school has come a long way since the initial HMIe report and the future looks very positive for Kirkintilloch High School.” 


Eddie Muir, Acting Head Teacher of Kirkintilloch High School said, “It is particularly pleasing to receive such a highly positive report from HM inspectors– a report which recognises and reflects both the quantity and quality of work undertaken by the staff and pupils over the last eighteen months. The school has come a long way and we are all justifiably proud of our achievements. I must pay tribute to the efforts of the staff who have supported me unstintingly as we addressed the issues identified in previous reports. Without them we would not be where we are today. 

“This report will, I hope, provide staff, pupils, parents and the wider community with a real sense of pride and greater confidence in our school as we prepare to transfer to our new building and a new phase in our development. However, although we are celebrating today, we are not complacent and want to achieve so much more!”
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Notes for the editor:

… young people’s attainments have improved in reading and writing in English Language in S1/S2.
5-14 attainment in Reading at level E in S2 has increased from 63.4% in 2006 to 72.8% in 2008.
Writing at the same level has increased over the same period from 44.7% to 58.1%.
The 2008 attainment at level E in S2 for reading and writing is well above and above that of comparator schools respectively.
Attainment at level F in S2 has increased from 5.7% in 2006 to 38.8% during 2008 in reading and 0.8% to 14% in writing.

Attainment in mathematics has been sustained at a high level.
5-14 attainment in Mathematics at level E during S2 has increased from 50.4% in 2006 to 70.5% during 2008. This is well above the performance of its comparator schools. 
Attainment at level F in S2 has increased from 20.3% in 2006 to 39.5% during 2008 in mathematics. The 2008 mathematics attainment at this level is significantly above that of comparator schools.

… young people at S3/S4 achieving Credit awards at standard Grade have increased in the majority of subjects.
The proportion of young people achieving five or more credit awards by the end of S4 has increased from 23% in 2006 to 29% in 2008. This means that the school has improved its position from being in the bottom 20% of schools nationally in 2006 to being in line with the national average in only two years.
76% of subjects have increased the proportion of pupils attaining at Credit level during 2008, compared to 2006 or 2007, and include Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Geography, History, Modern Studies, Computing Studies, Craft and Design, Graphic Communication, Art and Design, Drama and Music. 

… S5/S6 young people’s performance overall is in line with, and sometimes above, similar schools.
The proportion of young people who have attained at least one Advanced Higher award in S6 in 2006 was 10% of the S4 population two years previous. This figure increased in 2008 to 12% on the same basis. This increased performance now placed the school in line with the national pattern and in the top 25% of its comparator schools.
70% of subjects increased the proportion of pupils attaining a Higher award during 2008 compared to 2006 or 2007, and include English, Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, Geography, History, Modern Studies, Computing, Administration, Product Design, Art and Design, Music, PE and Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies.


