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	"Council information pack to help ease pain of credit crunch"


	An information pack, designed to help local people and businesses through the credit crunch, has been published by East Dunbartonshire Council.


The pack is broken down into nine easy-read sections which give information, contact names and numbers on the following topics:

Support and advice for businesses
Council and partner organisations’ contact details
Information on Non-Domestic Rates
Help with Council Tax and Housing Benefit
Housing help and support
Welfare Rights Service

There are also sections which signpost readers to the following organisations:

East Dunbartonshire Citizens Advice Bureau
Job Centre Plus
East Dunbartonshire Campus of Further and Higher Education

Council Leader, Rhondda Geekie, hopes that the pack will help local people and families through the current economic difficulties.

She said, “East Dunbartonshire is not escaping the credit crunch and already a number of companies such as Woolworths in Kirkintilloch and Flexible Ducting in Milngavie have closed or announced pay-offs. This has affected a number of people but there are others too who are facing redundancy or whose income is affected by a cut in working hours and by the rising cost of living.

“The pack gives advice about Council Tax payments, where to get money management advice and how to apply for benefits. It aims to give practical information and advice to local people so that they know support is available to help them face any financial difficulties head on and get assistance early. The key is to contact us early and let us help.”

John Corcoran, Chief Executive of Dunbartonshire Chamber of Commerce is impressed with the information pack. He said, “I want to congratulate all concerned at the Council for the excellent Credit Crunch Information Pack they recently produced.

“It will be received very warmly by those unfortunate enough to be caught up in the economic situation that prevails at the present time and I hope that innovative thinking of this type will hasten the return to normality sooner rather than later.”

Copies of the information pack are available by contacting the Council’s Economic Development Team on 0141 578 8522. It can also be downloaded from the Council’s website (www.eastdunbarton.gov.uk).
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