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	As the three month deadline for confirmation of the transition plans for the first three new PPP schools in East Dunbartonshire has passed, the Council is aware that the target service availability dates for Kirkintilloch High School, Bearsden Academy and Douglas Academy may not be met.


There has been no formal notification from inspirED to advise the Council of this yet and the Council is therefore pursuing this matter with inspirED in writing and through follow up calls.

At this stage, new availability dates have not been confirmed but the Council has emphasised to inspirED that this information is required so that it can be communicated to elected members, staff, pupils and parents and detailed transition plans can be finalised for the first new schools.

The second tranche of PPP schools, St Ninian’s High School, Turnbull High School and Bishopbriggs Academy, are scheduled for availability later in 2009. If there is to be a change in the availability date for these three schools, the Council’s contractor will require to advise us.

Council Leader Rhondda Geekie has assured parents of the Council’s priority to ensure there will be no disruption to the SQA exams later this year. She said, “We are not happy that we have received no formal notification of the availability of our schools and are actively seeking this information.

“However, I must stress that it is our absolute priority to ensure that there is no disruption to the 2009 SQA examinations. We have been clear about this all along and measures are already being put in place for pupils.

“We will also ensure that the transition to the new school buildings, once they are available, is carried out smoothly and effectively. We look forward to taking delivery of our new, state-of-the-art schools later this year as they will offer fantastic facilities for our young people and also benefit the wider community.”

Progress continues to be made on the construction of the six new secondary schools in recent months. Progress photographs and site plans of the six new schools can be seen on the East Dunbartonshire PPP schools website at www.inspireducation.com.
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