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	"Fairtrade Fortnight : Sweet success for East Dunbartonshire"


	East Dunbartonshire has successfully retained its status as a Fairtrade Zone for the second year and is once again actively supporting Fairtrade Fortnight (starting on 23 February).


This year there’s a sweet theme to Fairtrade Fortnight in East Dunbartonshire as local organisations are being offered a new way to support Fairtrade – in the shape of locally-branded sugar sticks.

The sugar sticks were sourced from Malawi by the Balmore Coach House with the support of the Council and using them is an easy and affordable way for churches, businesses, staff and customers to help producers get a fair deal.

Since East Dunbartonshire was crowned one of Scotland's first Fairtrade Zones in October 2007, the number of shops and catering outlets supplying Fairtrade goods has steadily grown.

Council Leader Rhondda Geekie is delighted at the efforts of local schools, churches, voluntary groups and businesses in supporting Fairtrade. She said, “The area has only been able to retain its Fairtrade Zone status thanks to the commitment of people right across the area who run Fairtrade events, sell Fairtrade goods and use Fairtrade products. I’d like to thank them for that continued support.”

The Council already uses the Fairtrade sugar sticks and John Riches from the Balmore Coach House, would like other local organisations and groups to follow suit. He said, “Fairtrade Zone status gives us the recognition that we, as a community, are fully supporting this important initiative and, in turn, helping to give producers in the developing world a fairer deal for their products. 

“There’s now an opportunity to do more by buying these locally branded sugar sticks which can be used for coffee breaks or to serve at tables or events. During Fairtrade Fortnight, a group of volunteers will be visiting premises in the area to give out samples and details of how and where to order stocks.”

Activities to support Fairtrade across East Dunbartonshire have resulted in great successes:
Killermont Parish Church and Bishopbriggs Community Church have recently been granted Fairtrade Church status, adding to a list which includes Milton of Campsite Parish Church and Bearsden Cross Church. Westerton and Milngavie Primaries and Douglas Academy are official Fairtrade School status.

Robert Wilson, President of Dunbartonshire Chamber of Commerce, is a member of the Fairtrade Steering Group and is looking forward to what else the Group can do to promote the initiative further.

He said, “We set up a Schools’ Fairtrade Network for Secondary School pupils as an opportunity for them to share information and ideas. This is now supported by a GLOW Fairtrade group which provides a unique opportunity for schools to communicate on this issue. We will develop the network and extend it to primary schools so that pupils from across the area can talk to each other and learn from each other’s experiences of how best to promote Fairtrade in their school and community.” 

“We have been able to show the Fairtrade Foundation that as an area we are totally committed to retaining our status and that the people of East Dunbartonshire are alert to the plight of farmers and manufacturers in the developing world and that their buying decisions can make a difference.” 

Councillor Geekie added, “Everyone can play their part locally and beyond, from individuals and community groups to offices and retailers. We are building an excellent reputation for supporting this cause and I hope that we can continue to build on that for the future.”

To find out more about supporting Fairtrade in East Dunbartonshire, Please contact Sylvia Gray at the East Dunbartonshire Fairtrade Steering Group by calling 0141 761 4860.

Notes to Editor

In an average month around 850 Fairtrade coffee sachets, 2,250 sugar sachets and 1,000 tea bags are used by the Council. 
There are over 3,000 Fairtrade products now available from bananas to footballs, clothes to chocolate
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