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	"Bishopbriggs Academy ‘stand up to Hatred’ at 2009 Holocaust Memorial Day Commemoration"

	Bishopbriggs Academy Pupils and invited guests delivered a poignant commemoration event at Woodhill Evangelical Church in Bishopbriggs to mark international Holocaust Memorial Day on Tuesday 27 January. The school was invited to lead the areas Holocaust Memorial commemorations on behalf of the Council.


Head Teacher Gordon Moulsdale welcomed the invited guests, parents and local dignitaries to the event. He said, “It is a privilege for Bishopbriggs Academy to host the Holocaust Memorial Day Commemoration for East Dunbartonshire Council this year. Our young people have many rich experiences in school – not simply restricted to formal classwork – and this afternoon they will share with you what they have learned about respect and tolerance.”

The audience at the commemorative event was deeply moved by the account of special guest Henry Wuga, who talked about his experience of leaving Germany in 1938 on ‘Kinder Transport’ (‘children’s transport’) that was organised to help rescue children from the emerging oppression of the Jewish people in Nazi Germany. 

Mr Wuga said, “I personally experienced hatred and abuse as a child because I was a Jew. Pupils and teachers at school literally stopped talking to me and treated me and the other Jewish children at school really badly. We didn’t understand why. I was evacuated to Britain through Germany and Holland. It was a frightening experience but I still clearly remember the kindness of the Dutch people towards all of us children when we crossed the border out of Germany – they greeted us warmly and provided us with chocolate which was very different to our treatment before we left.”

Mr Wuga talked about sailing to Harwich in England and then being located in Glasgow, where he met his future wife. He said, “We were evacuated from Glasgow to Perth when war broke out, but in spite of escaping the atrocities in Germany, were at some points treated with suspicion and interned because we were German citizens. However we were made to feel very much at home in Scotland. We were happy to settle here and we became British citizens.” 

In his moving account, he spoke of finally being able to join the British war effort and he urged to audience to always stand up to hatred – the theme of this year’s Holocaust Memorial Day activities – and to help to ensure that atrocities such as those that the Jewish people experienced in the Second World War do not happen again.

Pupils from across all years and many subjects in Bishopbriggs Academy and from its partner Primary Schools made contributions to the commemorative service through recitals and visual presentations. The service concluded with a statement of commitment from primary and secondary pupils, Mr Moulsdale, Woodhill Evangelical Church Pastor Alan Donald and Council Leader Rhondda Geekie. 

Following the Service Council Leader Rhondda Geekie said, “The contributions of Mr Wuga and the pupils made this commemorative event incredibly poignant and I don’t think we could fail to take on board the importance of the messages being conveyed.

“We all have a role in ensuring that people are treated with dignity and respect. Putting a stop to the atrocities that are tragically still ongoing throughout the world is the responsibility of all us through standing up to injustice and promoting equality, something the Council is clearly committed to.”

After the event, Mr Wuga spoke in glowing terms about the contribution of the young people. ‘My wife and I were very impressed with the excellent presentation by the pupils – they showed great commitment to the subject and their knowledge is remarkable. We congratulate you on the ethos of Bishopbriggs Academy.’ 
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