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	"18 months imprisonment for £1m property owner whose £28k benefit fraud was discovered"


	Having pled guilty to obtaining £28k of benefits fraudulently, Ronald Irving, aged 56, of Birkhill Avenue, Bishopbriggs appeared at Glasgow Sheriff Court this week for sentencing.


Despite having repaid the full amount of the benefits that he had falsely claimed, obtained, Irving was sentenced to 18 months imprisonment. The £28k benefit claim was made up as follows:

£9,280 in Council Tax Benefit from East Dunbartonshire Council
£18,463 in Income Support from the Department for Work and Pensions (DWP)

An investigation lasting 14 months, led by the Fraud Team of East Dunbartonshire Council in conjunction with the DWP, established that Irving had purchased, in addition to his home address, six properties in the Glasgow area, which he was then renting out.

The properties were purchased over an 11 year period by Irving despite him claiming to be unemployed throughout that time. A valuation of the properties estimated them to be worth £1million. 

East Dunbartonshire Council Leader Rhondda Geekie welcomed the sentencing and said, “Whilst custodial sentences like this are rare, the severity of this fraud and the amount of money involved left the court with little choice. Benefit fraud is a serious crime and the sentence in this case reflects that. I hope it will serve as a fitting deterrent to others who might be thinking that they will not be caught.” 

The Minister for Employment and Welfare Reform Tony McNulty added, “Benefit thieves have to understand that they will not get away with it. Working together with local authorities and the police we have a strong range of powers to investigate and with the support of the public we bring benefit thieves to justice.

“Those committing benefit theft don’t just face the possibility of a criminal record and a jail sentence. Their crime can impact on future employment, insurance and credit applications too. Benefit theft: It really isn’t worth the risk.”

Despite recent successes in detecting benefit crime, the Council still needs the help of the public to stop benefit fraud. If anyone has got any information we urge them to contact the Benefit Fraud Hotline on 0800 328 6340.

Councillor Rhondda Geekie has this message for people who are genuinely entitled to claim benefits. She said, “In the current economic climate, with companies closing and people being made redundant, some people who are unfamiliar with the benefits system may find themselves eligible to apply for certain benefits. The Council is here to help.

“If you think you may be entitled to claim benefits such as Housing Benefit or Council Tax Benefit but are not sure how to go about it, please call the Council’s Welfare Rights Service on 0141 578 8299 for help and advice.”
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