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	"New traffic arrangements planned as work on Kirkintilloch Link Road progresses"

	The next phase of road closures and traffic diversions in Kirkintilloch has been agreed by East Dunbartonshire Council following negotiations between Scottish Water, the Link Road contractor and the Kirkintilloch Traffic Liaison Group*.


Since the start of the year, Scottish Water have been carrying out mains diversion works at Townhead. This work is behind schedule by about a week and is due to be complete by Sunday 15 February. As soon as it is done, two other projects are planned at nearby sites:

A section of Industry Street will be closed to vehicles and pedestrians for nine months until the end of October, while the bridge is demolished and a replacement built as part of the Link Road contract. Diversions will be in place for drivers while a new footpath will be constructed on the south side of Parliament Road for pedestrians. It will be business as usual for traders in the area.
High Street and Eastside will be closed for nine weeks until Sunday 12 April, between Braehead Street and Ledgate, as Scottish Water carry out sewer line replacement works. Access for residents and businesses will be maintained throughout but diversions will be in place for all other traffic.

In addition to these projects:

Bankhead Road in Waterside village will be closed for six weeks until Sunday 22 March, between Cairnview and Back O Dykes Road, as Scottish Water replace and upgrade sewers. Access for residents will be maintained throughout but diversions will be in place for all other traffic.
The bus layby on Lenzie Road (opposite Tom Johnston House) will be coned off from Monday 16 February for one or two weeks while kerblines are altered and other preparatory works for the new junction are carried out. A temporary bus stop will be installed and safe pedestrian access maintained. Disruption to traffic is expected to be minimal. A further three week programme of works, which will require traffic management, has been proposed but not yet scheduled.
Work to create a new road junction at Donaldson Street will begin on Tuesday 10 February for approximately three weeks. Two and three-way traffic signals will be in operation on Donaldson Street at its junction with Southbank Drive.

Chair of the Kirkintilloch Traffic Liaison Group, Councillor John Dempsey, said, “Demolition of the Industry Street Bridge is central to the plans for the new Link Road and these other works are also essential. All projects are being carried out in a co-ordinated manner to minimise disruption although delays are inevitable.

“A key aim of the Kirkintilloch Traffic Liaison Group is to ensure that local people and those who work or shop in the town, know what is happening and when. There is a programme of works set out to deliver the Link Road and we will communicate as much detail as possible as quickly as possible to help minimise its impact on traffic, on trade and on the life of the community.”

There are also traffic management arrangements in operation on Waterside Road, outside Kirkintilloch High School to enable the Council’s contractor to create an access road for the new school. These are expected to remain in place until the end of March.

For further details of road closure and diversion routes, please call the Council’s Roads Service on 0800 23 23 23 or email roadservices@eastdunbarton.gov.uk

* The Kirkintilloch Traffic Liaison Group was set up in late 2008 to co-ordinate road closures and traffic management arrangements in the town as the Kirkintilloch Link Road is constructed and utility companies upgrade services in the area. Local Councillors are part of the group together with representatives from the Council’s Roads Service, Strathclyde Police, Kirkintilloch’s Initiative, East Dunbartonshire Chamber of Commerce and Kirkintilloch Town Centre Steering Group. 
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