Councillor Stewart MacDonald

PRESS RELEASE:  Bus Services Bill
 

Local Councillor, Stewart MacDonald, is disappointed at failure of SNP MSPs to support new powers over bus services.  
 

Councillor Stewart MacDonald said, "This is a real blow to people living in rural communities in my ward who are terrified at seeing their bus services eroded.  The SNP have failed to support Charlie Gordon's bill, despite including the policy in their own 2003 manifesto.  
 

I am particulaly disappointed at the SNP's regional list MSP Stewart McMillan, who's area covers my ward but who failed to support a bill which would have helped address a pressing local need.  People who rely on their bus are right to feel let down."
 

Over 482 million passenger journeys were made by bus in Scotland during 2006/07.  In the same year,The Scottish Executive and local authorities spent £250 million in subsidies for bus services.
 

Labour MSP, Charlie Gordon's Bus Services Bill would have strengthened exisiting legislation allowing local authorities a greater say over bus routes and timetables.  It would also have offered free travel to those on lower-rate Disability Living Allowance and extended the concessionary scheme to include community transport organisations.  
 

The bill would have given local authorities the power to award lucrative routes to bus operators on the condition they served lower density areas as well, effectively reinstating bus regulation for the good of communities.
 

In order for Charlie Gordon MSP's bill to move forward it required the written support of 18 MSPs from at least two of the major parties by the deadline of the 6th January 2010.  
 

While the Bill was strongly supported by Labour MSPs, including local MSP David Whitton, it fell after being starved of support by the other main parties.
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