PRESS RELEASE

First Glasgow intends to withdraw their 84 service at start of January 2012. 

This is an essential link for people reliant on public transport living in Twechar and Waterside going to Kirkintilloch. 

Councillor Alan Moir, East Dunbartonshire Council's representative on Strathclyde Partnership for Transport (SPT) said, "I know many will be anxious about this news, but the important point is that officers at SPT are fully aware of the implications for residents and they are already taking steps to address the matter and I am confident that they will have something put in place so that people are not left without a bus service. SPT already subsidises the evening and Sunday service between Twechar and Kirkintilloch and is now faced with having to plug this latest gap too.

However, whilst SPT will do its bit to meet its obligations, it still concerns me that the problems associated with the current deregulated bus market just rumble on from one local crisis to another and I do not see how the ever present threat to bus services can be eased if bus operators continue to be allowed to withdraw them at will."

Earlier this year,  SPT had to take steps to secure the 68 bus service in Balmore and Torrance. 

Kirkintilloch East and Twechar Councillor Stewart MacDonald added, "Twechar and Waterside has had more than its fair share of threats to it bus services over the years and it really is time that better bus regulation was introduced to protect essential bus links to rural and urban communities”. 

END

