Bishopbriggs Town Centre planning   

The continuing and heightened debate over the future development of Bishopbriggs Town Centre (Bishopbriggs Herald 27 December – Stand Up And Be Counted) prompts us, Bishopbriggs Councillors in the Labour Group of East Dunbartonshire Council, to make the following observation.

All three Bishopbriggs Labour Councillors live in the town and have brought our families up here.  We socialise as well as shop in Bishopbriggs and therefore have a personal interest in what happens to our town centre.

All East Dunbartonshire elected Councillors are members of the Planning Committee and are able to vote on planning applications which come to the Committee.  Clearly this is a vital and conclusive part in the success or failure of any planning application.  

Members of the Planning Committee (i.e. all Councillors) are required by planning regulations to be impartial and not to show bias to either side before the matter is heard in Committee.  This is an important safeguard and if a Member fails in this regard he/she will not be allowed to vote on the planning application.

This does not preclude Councillors engaging in balanced debate, to listen and to advise, so long as impartiality is not compromised.

We Bishopbriggs Councillors of the Labour Group consider that our votes on the Planning Committee are vital to our desire to obtain the best deal for the development of our town centre and should not be given up lightly.   We take the view that all Bishopbriggs Councillors should protect their vote on the Planning Committee.  To do otherwise and lose the power of that vote would be a disservice to the people of Bishopbriggs.   We want to be part of the decision making process rather than have a decision made on our town centre solely by Councillors from other areas.

Yours sincerely

Councillor Una Walker

Councillor Alan Moir

Councillor Michael O'Donnell.

